University of Warwick
Warwick University PPE Essay Competition:
This essay competition invites students to critically engage with political, philosophical and economic questions that extend beyond standard school syllabi. 
Rules:

· Each submission must address one essay question. Multiple submissions are permitted.
· 1,500 words maximum (including in-text citations)
· Comments in footnotes are allowed but will count towards word count
· Essays must be entirely your own work
· Plagiarism, including the submissions of AI-generated work without substantial original input, will result in disqualification.
· All citations must follow the Harvard referencing style. Reference management tools such as MyBib may be used.
· Any sources must be properly cited. Fabricated references are not permitted.
· Font size: 11
· Page numbers are required
· Submissions must be in Word or PDF format
· The document must include the entrant’s full name and the essay question being answered.
· Submissions are now open.
· Final submissions deadline: April 27th, 2026
· Submission form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeW2f9i8h7GlPUq5Hpmy0SrjOEOlVyclWdpcq-q9RT3KHy1Vw/viewform?usp=dialog 

Tips:

1) Independent and Original Thought:
We are looking for essays that go beyond summarising existing ideas. Submissions should demonstrate creativity in your thinking and present perspectives that are uniquely your own. Originality is best demonstrated through the clear synthesis of ideas and the development of distinctive evaluative judgements. Whilst fresh perspectives are valued, they must be supported by logically coherent and well-structured arguments.
 
2) Critical Textual Analysis:
A strong essay engages closely with texts, arguments, or case studies rather than treating them superficially. Critical analysis involves assessing the validity of arguments, identifying underlying assumptions, engaging with counterarguments, and evaluating the strength of supporting evidence. We will reward essays that reflect a nuanced understanding of material, showing the ability to interpret, question, and critique ideas with sophistication. All sources must be reliable, relevant, and properly cited.

3) Research and Command of Knowledge:
Strong essays will analyse the question carefully, identifying key terms, ambiguities, and underlying assumptions. This requires engaging with different plausible interpretations of the question. Essays are expected to demonstrate a strong command of the relevant material. This includes effective use of credible sources, competent understanding of key concepts and debates, and integration of evidence in a manner supportive of your argument. Strong submissions will show both depth and accuracy of knowledge.

4) Logical reasoning:
Effective reasoning requires more than asserting your opinion; it involves constructing a clear, step-by-step argument in support of your claims. It means anticipating objections, not assuming what is not stated. You should also pay attention to your argument's internal logic. The strongest essays clearly signpost their logical structure, enabling the reader to follow the progression of the argument.

5) Writing Clear and Persuasive prose
Successful essays communicate complex ideas with clarity, precision, and concision. The persuasiveness of your essay should arise due to the strength of your ideas and how you present these ideas to the audience, rather than relying solely upon rhetorical devices to add emphasis or emotion to your written argument.


How to reference:
Guidance on Harvard referencing will be provided via an official Warwick resource:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcx4rfCHqSY (probably best in replace this link with an official Warwick video)

Contact:
For any queries regarding the essay competition, please contact:
Alexander-Wicks.Wicks@warwick.ac.uk
Rohitash.Gupta@warwick.ac.uk
societywarwickppe@gmail.com 
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